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Mount Whitney. There are many other great mountains in California, but the Highlands of Colorado provide the greatest challenge to reach the summit of the second highest mountain in the entire United States. The Highlands are a unique range of mountains in Colorado that sit in the southwestern part of the state.
Unlike the Rocky Mountain Park, there are no resorts or ski fields in the Highlands. Instead the Highlands make up the backbone of the Colorado Rockies, providing a difficult trekking route. Mount Whitney There are over a thousand feet of elevation difference from the base of the Highlands to the summit of the

second highest mountain in the United States. The elevation begins at approximately 12,946 feet above sea level and ends at 14,505 feet at Whitney Point. It is the difference between the snow at the top of Mount Whitney and the snow at the bottom of the Highlands. The Highlands are a natural granite dome that
juts out of the Rocky Mountain range of mountains. The dome is almost pure rock, with the only vegetation being lichen. The rock is granite, meaning it is a mixture of many minerals and different colored rocks. Only five percent of the rock in the Rockies is granite, so it is unique to the Highlands. Most of the rock in
Colorado is sedimentary and clay based, which is why it is flat. Only one mountain in the Highlands is not granite, but it is the largest mountain in the range at 14,312 feet. It is named the Dominguez Hills. A Different Type of Snow The large granite dome shape of the Highlands mean that it faces the sun differently

than other mountains. The winters in the Highlands are colder and windier. The place is famous for its thunderstorms, bringing lots of lightning and rain. It is rare that the mount is completely
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